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FOUNDATIONS IN LAW
UNIT 6: INTERNATIONAL LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Activity 1A: The Human Rights Challenge     

Students are introduced to the concept of human rights and consider situations 

in which human rights may be violated. Students begin to learn about the 

human rights issue that is used as an example throughout the unit, child labor, 

by watching and responding to a PSA on human rights abuses that also violate 

child labor laws. They learn about a range of other human rights issues by 

analyzing a series of scenarios. 

Sequence

Materials Needed
•	 PSA about child labor (see Advance Preparation)

•	 Computer and digital projector or monitor 

•	 Physical or digital copy of a Lewis Hine photo (see Advance Preparation)

•	 Handout 1: Human Rights Challenges Around the World 

•	 Handout 2: Unit 6 Overview

•	 Handout 3: What Are Human Rights? 

1A.1 Students view and discuss a PSA about child labor. 

1A.2 Students read and analyze scenarios about human rights 

abuses around the world. 

1A.3 The class discusses the human rights scenarios. 
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Activity 1A: The Human Rights Challenge
1. Show and discuss the PSA. 

As an introduction to the unit, show students the PSA about child labor law 

violations. 

Ask students the following questions: 

•	 Do you think it’s acceptable for children as young as the ones you saw 

in the video to be working? Why or why not? At what age do you think 

children should be allowed to work?

•	 What kinds of circumstances might lead to children working in countries 

around the world?

Possible answers: Children may need to work out of economic necessity 

to provide income for their families, or because their family owns a small 

business or farm and they are expected to participate in the work, or 

because they have been taken from their families and are being forced 

to work.

•	 Are there other rights that you think children should have regardless of 

where they live or their circumstances? 

Show students the Lewis Hine photo you selected. Ask students:

•	 When do you think this photo was taken?

•	 Where do you think this photo was taken?

If students do not know, tell where and when the photo was taken. Remind 

students that child labor was once common in the United States, as well as in 

other countries around the world. As students will learn during the unit, the 

rights of children have evolved in the United States and around the world 

over time, in part because of advocacy campaigns—organized efforts to raise 

awareness and seek to change policies and laws about human rights issues—and 

other efforts to codify acceptable practices in domestic and international law.

Tell students that throughout this unit, they will focus on the rights of both 

children and adults around the world and the role that international law and 

treaties—formally concluded and ratified agreements—play in protecting those 

rights.

2. Have student work in teams to read and analyze scenarios. 

Ask students the following:

•	 What are human rights?

Write their responses on chart paper. Tell students that they will spend more 

time in this session considering human rights, as they look at possible human 

rights violations around the world. Post the chart paper for students’ reference.
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Divide the class into pairs or teams, and give students Handout 1: Human 

Rights Challenges Around the World. Assign each team two of the scenarios 

on Handout 1 to read and respond to. Have students write their answers to the 

three questions on the handout on a separate piece of paper.

Note: Although students are only responsible for reading and 

responding to two of the scenarios during class, ideally they will have a 

chance to look at and reflect on all the scenarios in Handout 1. You may 

want to have them read the remainder of the handout for homework. 

Opportunities for Integration: Geography and Technology

Consider working with social studies, science, and technology teachers 

on the geography of human rights challenges around the world. 

Students can locate countries where individuals and groups are being 

exploited, identify characteristics (environmental, political, cultural, 

and economic) that contribute to the situation, and look at scientific 

and technological tools being used to address the issue. Students can 

also create an interactive map of the world that links their human 

rights research with relevant geographical information. See Media 

Resources.

3. Discuss the scenarios as a class. 

Ask students:

•	 Were there any situations described in the scenarios you read that 

surprised you or that you were unfamiliar with?

•	 Were there any issues that you hadn’t thought about as human rights 

issues before? If so, which ones?

Point out that throughout this course students have grappled with questions 

about right and wrong, the rule of law, and the balance between individual 

rights and the good of the community. Explain that they will now examine 

questions about human rights and the rule of law from a global perspective. 

They will revisit their definition and expand their understanding of human rights 

by looking in-depth at the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Distribute Handout 2: Unit 6 Overview. Go over the handout, and answer any 

questions students have about the unit. 

Homework: Distribute Handout 3: What Are Human Rights? and have students 

read it before the next class session. Optionally, you can also have students read 

the rest of Handout 1: Human Rights Challenges Around the World.
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HANDOUT 1 
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HANDOUT 2
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HANDOUT 3


